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tanks and guns for Britain only to have them sent to the
bottom of the ocean by German U-boats, and the
opinion was growing that it was no use making the
things unless they saw them safely to their destination.
Accordingly, about the same time as the marines landed
in Iceland, Roosevelt ordered sections of the U.S.
Navy to assist the Allies in protecting their merchant
ships by patrolling certain areas of the Atlantic, and
thus the U.S. Atlantic Patrol was formed. Slowly but
surely Roosevelt was bringing his country into line, and
all the world now knew that she was standing firmly
behind the Allies in their battle for freedom,

The year 1941 will, indeed, stand out as a landmark
in history. In August. President Roosevelt met the
British Prime Minister, Winston Churchill, " somewhere
at sea ", and between them the two statesmen drew up
the Atlantic Charter. In October the U.S. Destroyfer
Reuben James was sunk by a U-boat while doing convoy
duty, and forthwith Roosevelt called upon Congress to
repeal the Neutrality Act, and so enable the States to
give the Allies, in the fullest sense, all aid short of war.
This was finally done on November 13, and for the first
time since September, 19393 U.S. merchant ships were
free to enter the war zone.

Still the United States was not at war though she was
very near it, and, as everyone knows, it was not Ger-
many but the Japanese who, by their treacherous attack
on Pearl Harbour, Hawaii, on Sunday, December 7,
1941, brought the great Republic into the actual fight-
ing line. From that dark day onward Franklin Roose-
velt never faltered. He was an inspiration not only to